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Khatiwada is the daughter of Dr. Shambhu D. and Mandira Khatiwada, Biratnagas, Nepal. 
Khatiwada is a dual major in math-
ematics with an actuarial emphasis and 
economics. She plans to pursue a graduate 
degree in bio-statistics. She was a member 
of the Nepalese Student Association, 
Economics Society and Math Club. She 
also worked as a manager for Sodexo and 
served as tutor in the Math Department.
Mehl is the son of Paul and Mary Ann 
Mehl, Fargo, N.D. Mehl was also awarded 
the Bill Ritchie Award for Excellence in 
Mathematics. Mehl was a long time officer 
of the Math Club serving as treasurer, 
vice president and president over a 
two-year period. He’s been accepted into 
the graduate program in mathematics at 
the University of Oregon, where he will 
pursue a Ph.D. in topology. He plans to 
become a professor at a university.  
Morseth is the son of Aaron and Angela 
Morseth, Hendricks, Minn., and is a dual 
major in chemistry and mathematics. He’ll 
attend the University of North Carolina 
– Chapel Hill to pursue a Ph.D. in 
physical chemistry. Morseth was an active 
member of the Math Club, and served the 
Chemistry Department as a lab assistant 
in general and analytic chemistry, and as a 
grading assistant for organic chemistry.  
Szarkowski is the daughter of Doug and 
Sandy Szarkowski, Plymouth, Minn. Szar-
kowski is a computational mathematics 
major with a computer science minor. She 
has served as an officer in both the Math 
Club and the Association for Computing 
Machinery. She intends to pursue a career 
as a software engineer with an emphasis in 
mathematical algorithms.
Junior mathematics major Jennifer Glenski 
has been awarded the Rothmann Family 
Scholarship. Glenski is the daughter of 
Susan Blass, Pequot Lakes, Minn. Glenski 
is very active on campus. She is a Spanish 
minor, a member of Math Club and has 
served on the Academic Appeals Committee 
and the Student Advisory Board.  She’s been 
a Resident Assistant and an assistant in the 
psychology office.  Glenski plans to pursue a 
graduate degree in mathematics.  
The Wallen Scholarship has been awarded 
to junior mathematics education major 
Brittany Valentien. Valentien is the daughter 
of Terry and Gwen Valentein, Cold Spring, 
Minn. She is a member of Math Club and 
Circle K. Valentien is pursuing a coaching 
minor, and she plans to be a math teacher 
at a high school or middle school and coach 
volleyball, soccer or cross country. 
Mathematics majors Shouvik K. Bhattacha-
rya, Jennifer Glenski, Brady Keller, and 
Samantha Notch were awarded the TSP 
Endowed Scholarship.  
Bhattacharya is the son of Manoj K. and 
Anima Battacharya, Uttarpara, India. Bhat-
tacharya is a dual major in math and physics 
with an emphasis in astronomy. He’s the 
Mathematics Awards for Outstanding Students
The faculty of the Mathematics Department annually selects outstanding students in mathematics and the 
elementary math specialty for recognition of their achievements. This year’s Outstanding Senior Awards go to 
Aastha Khatiwada, Christopher Mehl, Zachary Morseth, and Christina Szarkowski.   
> Aastha Khatiwada
> Shouvirk Bhattacharya> Zachary Morseth
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Faculty & Department News
Math Department hosted Regional Meeting of the 
North Central Section of the MAA
The Mathematics Department hosted the fall Regional Meeting of the North Central Section of the MAA October 
28 – 29, 2011. The meeting brought many professors and students from the North Central Section of the MAA, 
which includes Minnesota, North Dakota, parts of South Dakota and parts of Canada. Walter Sizer hosted a session 
during the conference. We thank students Andres Batres, Shouvik Bhattacharya, Nicholas J. Hanson, Youngshin 
Lee, Seth Meyer, and Anthony Quinn for their efforts in making this event run smoothly.
The Mathematics Department welcomes:
Damiano Fulghesu to the department as a tenure-track faculty. Fulghesu holds a Ph.D. from Scuola 
Normale Superiore in Pisa, Italy. He’s held a fixed term position in the Mathematics Department 
for two years, and we are very happy that he’s making our department his permanent home.  
Michael Miller from the Corrick Center. Miller is an assistant professor of mathematics with an 
emphasis in mathematics education. We look forward to him being a permanent member of our 
department.
Tamara Fitting as the New Math Learning Center Coordinaor. Fitting has worked for the depart-
ment before. We look forward to welcoming her to the department in the fall. Adam Goyt and Ellen 
Hill were the interim Math Learning Center Coordinators.
A special thanks to:
Rosalinda Connelly for a one-year appointment during 2011-2012. Connelly was a welcome 
presence in the Math Learning Center. She spent a great deal of time supporting students in devel-
opmental math classes.  
Haiyan Liu for a one-semester appointment during the 2012 spring semester. Liu gave a talk about 
the sand pile model in mathematics to the Math Club during the fall semester. We were glad to 
have her in our department.
vice president of the Society of Physics 
Students.  He gave a well-received presenta-
tion on his observations of RR Lyrae stars at 
the Student Academic Conference. He plans 
to attend graduate school for astrophysics and 
cosmology.  
Keller is the son of Jerry and Cheryl Keller, 
Nashua, Minn. Keller is doing research on 
distributions of permutation and set partition 
statistics over pattern restricted sets that give 
rise to q-analogues of generalized Fibonacci 
numbers. He gave a very well-attended talk 
on his research at the Student Academic 
Conference.  He’s very active in the Catholic 
Church and is a member of Collegians for 
Life and Moorhead Catholic Campus Minis-
tries. After he graduates, Keller plans to teach 
high school and pursue a master’s in math-
ematics to teach at the university level.  
Notch is the daughter of Tom and Lori Notch, 
Melrose, Minn., and is pursuing an emphasis 
in mathematics education. She’s spent a great 
deal of time working in the Math Learning 
Center with developmental students.  She 
plans to teach middle school and is consider-
ing a master’s degree in mathematics.
Other awards: Sophomore Math Achievement 
Awards to Michael Erickson, Holly Johnson, 
and Brady Keller; Freshman Math Achieve-
ment Awards to Samuel Erickson, Ashan 
Perera, Josiah Reiswig, and Megan Sanford; 
Math Specialty Awards (elementary education 
majors) to Nicole Kahler, Jennifer Lundberg, 
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’87, Tami Reller gave the 
commencement speech during one 
of the 2012 graduation ceremonies.  
As chief financial officer and chief 
marketing officer for Windows 
Microsoft, Reller is responsible for 
business performance, finance and 
marketing of the Windows and 
Windows Live Division, including 
the Windows operating system, Internet Explorer and 
Windows Live.
Reller has held a variety of leadership roles in marketing, 
finance and R&D. She previously led Microsoft Business 
Solutions (MBS), which develops and markets Microsoft 
Dynamics products, where she co-led efforts to integrate 
Great Plains Software and Navision a/s into Microsoft as a 
part of MBS. During that time she helped to firmly establish 
Microsoft in the business applications category, leading 
teams in Copenhagen, Denmark; Fargo, North Dakota; and 
Redmond, Washington.
A native of Grand Forks, N.D., Reller earned her bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics from Minnesota State University 
Moorhead and her Master of Business Administration from 
St. Mary’s College in Moraga, Calif. ▪
 ▸ Bonita Schmidt retired after 30 years of teaching in 
the Mathematics Department. Schmidt was a very well 
respected no nonsense teacher. Students appreciated the 
standards to which she held them. She looks forward to 
spending more time reading, relaxing and enjoying her 
grandchildren.  
 ▸ Sayel Ali had the paper “The Phi-Ratio Test” published in 
the journal Elemente der Mathematik. This paper is the 
joint work of Dr. Marion Deutsche Cohen.
 ▸ Adam Goyt had the paper “Avoiding Colored Partitions of 
Lengths Two and Three” published in Pure Mathematics 
and Applications, a special edition for the proceedings 
More Department News
of the Permutation Patterns 2010 Conference. The paper is 
joint work with Dr. Lara K. Pudwell of Valparaiso University. 
 ▸ Sayel Ali, Justin James, and Wally Sizer attended the spring 
meeting of the North Central Section of the Mathematical 
Association of America April 20-21 at Concordia University 
in St. Paul. Ali was recognized for service for two years as 
Member at-Large of the Executive Committee as he finished 
his term of office. James was elected to a two-year term as 
Member-at-Large to take his place. Sizer presented the paper, 
“How I discovered that 9/4 to the power 27/8 is equal to 27/8 
to the power 9/4.”
 ▸ Senior Christopher Mehl was accepted in the topology 
program at the University of Oregon in Eugene, Ore.  The 
University of Oregon’s Mathematics Department only admits 
about 15 Ph.D. students each year. We wish Chris the best of 
luck in his future endeavors.  
 ▸ Ellen Hill will serve as interim chair of the department 
during the 2012 fall semester while chair Wayne Chen is on 
sabbatical. 
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’60, Frank Franson graduated from Moorhead State with 
a math major and a physical science minor. He’ll be 80 
years old this year and resides in Tower. Franson taught 
high school math and science for 32 years and retired 20 
years ago. He says he doesn’t have, need, or want a credit 
card, computer, or any of the useless electronic gadgets and 
gizmos that some idiots go “nuts” over. He can still do math 
with a pencil and paper. He does use a hand calculator that is 
amazing in what it can do. He says he never did understand 
triple integration very well. 
’63, Howard Anderson resides in Moorhead. After 
teaching math for 30 years in the Moorhead Public Schools, 
followed by nine years of teaching math in international 
schools in Saudi Arabia and Ethiopia, he retired in 2002. In 
November of 2009, he returned to secondary math teaching 
at the American International School of Bamako in the West 
African country of Mali, retiring again in June of 2010.  
<hja628@yahoo.com>
’65, Dennis Lund after a 30-year career with government 
IG offices in Washington, D.C., he has retired to open his 
own practice in financial planning and tax preparation 
putting to use his training as a Certified Financial Planner. 
With two grown children (son and daughter), he and his 
wife Carol (CC’66) of 46 years are free to travel three to four 
months of the year. They live in Reston, Va.
’66, Dian R. Lopez is Professor Emerita of Computer 
Science at the University of Minnesota Morris. She’s retired 
and living in Alexandria with her husband, Andy. She 
is a volunteer for Ida Lake Association, Douglas County 
Hospital, UMM Retirees Association, and Elder Care. She 
enjoys gardening, bridge, and sailing. They spend winters in 
Rincon, Puerto Rico. She would enjoy hearing from you. 
<dian@info-link.net>
’66, Gary Melby doesn't have any particular news, other 
than he’s retired. He received his B.S. in ʼ66 and M.S. in ʼ73. 
<melbyg1@hotmail.com>
Melby would like you to solve the following problem: 
Recently, while setting up to play a friendly duplicate bridge 
game, the host, as a joke, substituted a single deck pinochle 
deck for the standard bridge deck. As you may know, a 
single deck pinochle deck consists of 48 cards from 9 to 
Ace, having duplicate cards in the 4 suits, whereas, a bridge 
2012 Mathematics Department Alumnotes
(All towns are in Minnesota, unless otherwise noted. Fargo is in North Dakota.)
deck has 52 cards from 2 to Ace in the 4 suits. The single 
deck pinochle deck was properly shuffled and dealt out 
to four hands and then picked up by the four bridge 
players. Normally, people would see right away that there 
was a problem, because the probability is very high, that 
you would get duplicates in each hand. However, in this 
instance, all four hands did not contain any duplicates. 
My question is, what are the odds of this happening?
In case, you are wondering, eventually, before the bridge 
bidding started, someone noticed they only had 12 cards, 
instead of 13, and so the jig was up.
’67, Steve Beck received an M.A. degree in mathemat-
ics from the University of Missouri in ‘72 
after serving in an infantry unit in Viet 
Nam. He taught high school mathemat-
ics in the U.S. Virgin Islands; Houston, 
Texas; Portland, Ore.; and Tucson, Ariz. 
where he currently lives. Beck is retired, 
but teaches college algebra and pre-
calculus as an adjunct at Pima Community College. Most 
of his high school teaching experience was in inner city 
schools. In 2000, he and his wife took the full year off 
and rode around the world on their bicycles. 
<algebrarocks@mindspring.com>
’67, Susan (Kaspari) Snyder retired in December of 
2001 after teaching math and science for 33 years in 
Minnesota and overseas with the Department of Defense 
schools. She had assignments in Japan, the Philippines, 
Iceland and Germany. She and her husband spend 
winters in Arizona and summers at their lake home in 
Lake City, S.D. 
<dukesny@yahoo.com>
’68, Gerald V. Erickson celebrated the 4th anniversary 
of his retirement on February 29. He resides in Min-
netonka and keeps busy painting with watercolor and 
working on learning artist journaling and painting with 
pastels. He and his wife are looking forward to a road trip 
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’69, Terry Hurni is now retired after teaching high school 
mathematics and computers for 38 years at Prior Lake – 
Savage Public Schools (ISD 719). He also served as the 
computer coordinator of applications and student manage-
ment for the high school the last 15 years. He’s enjoying the 
winters in a southern location where there are few bells and 
much sunshine! 
<thurni47@ties2.net>
’69, Donald D. Jensen resides in La Grange, Ky., where 
he and wife Francesca are establishing a bed and breakfast 
at their residence. They’ve been in business for one year. 
Visit the website at: pillowandpaddock.com. He is president 
of North Star Consulting, Inc., and is completing a contract 
with Los Angeles County, Calif. 
<don.jensen@att.net>
’70, David L. Nelson was a Pelican Rapids high school 
graduate and spent his entire career as a 
mathematics teacher (1970-2004) for grades 
7-12 in the Wayzata District. For 26 years, he 
coached various sports. During that time he 
received a master's degree from SCSUM. His 
second career/hobby has been a fundraising 
auctioneer, in 2005, he established Nelson's 
Higher Calling Auction Service after attending Worldwide 
College of Auctioneering (Clear Lake - Mason City, Iowa). 
He enjoys volunteering as a lay minister in men's and other 
ministries at the Open Door church in Maple Grove. He’s 
been married to wife, Jan, since ‘74. They have two children 
who are both teachers. 
<djnel@usfamily.net>
’70, Robert E. Swanson retired from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of North Dakota Dec. 31, 1998, and resides in 
Moorhead.
<swansonre@gmail.com>
’71, Vince Felchle retired from Texas Instruments in 2004 
after 31 years of service. He’s worked the past four years as a 
wine consultant for a retail store named Sigel’s in Addison, 
Texas. His hours have been cut back to 20 hours per week 
and he’s enjoying more of his retirement days in Dallas. 
<www.sigels.com>
’71, Mason Hjelle is in his tenth year working as the 
finance officer for the City of Mora. To help 
with city budget cutting and to ease into re-
tirement, he’ll be taking 65 days off without 
pay in 2012. The days off will allow Hjelle to 
spend more of the winter down south, more 
of the summer at the cabin up north, and 
more of the fall in the woods bow hunting. 
Maybe he can figure out what those retired people do with all 
their time. 
He ran his 15th marathon in 2011. The old knees still feel 
pretty good, so he registered to run the Twin Cities Marathon 
this October. Don’t ask him why. He’s a volunteer coach for 
Mora’s K-6 cross country ski club. He really enjoys helping 
the kids have fun on their skis and become better skiers. 
He regularly skis the 35K Mora Vasaloppet in February. 
Unfortunately, this winter’s lack of snow forced cancellation 
of the 2012 race. His wife, Susan (Swanson) Hjelle, is a ʼ74 
graduate of MSC. She retired in June 2011 after 37 years of 
teaching junior high reading, and seems to have retained 
most of her sanity. She’s spending much of the winter in 
Bonita Springs, Fla., playing tennis and working with the 
Minnesota Twins during spring training. 
<Mason.Hjelle@CityOfMora.com> 
’72, Mary (Renken) Borman resides in Corvallis, Ore., 
and is a mathematics instructor for Linn Benton Community 
College in Albany, Ore. She teaches all levels of develop-
mental math and has co-authored an adult basic mathemat-
ics textbook, which is produced in-house and used in their 
beginning level course. She’s also edited and contributed to 
three other developmental textbooks, which her department 
has authored. Each has been tailored to their specific courses. 
She’s enjoyed her employment there for almost 20 years. 
<maryrborman@peak.org>
’73, Diane (Hilgren) Gambrel is the owner of Smarter 
Spaces LLC, a home organizing company, located in St. Paul 
(www.SmarterSpaces.net). She and her husband Bob have 
been married for 30 years and reside in St. Paul. They have 
one grandson.
’76, ViAnn Olson is in her 36th year of teaching math-
ematics. After 12 years teaching high school math, the past 
24 years have been at Rochester Community and Technical 
College. Olson resides in Rochester. 
< viann.olson@roch.edu>
’80, Dave Jacobson is a senior quality assurance engineer 
at IBM Rochester, where he lives. He also serves as an 
adjunct professor at Saint Mary’s University where he 
teaches three quantitative methods courses per year. His 
wife, Deb, is a biostatistician at the Mayo Clinic. They have 
two children: Justin is a statistical analyst at Wells Fargo in 
Minneapolis, and Emily is in medical school at Dartmouth in 
Hanover, N.H. They’ve spent enjoyable time getting to know 
historic New England (especially the idyllic small villages). 
djake@us.ibm.com
alumni summary
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’81, Sue (Owens) Kanne is an account director and senior 
consultant for Towers Watson–a global 
professional services company that helps 
organizations improve performance through 
effective people, risk and financial manage-
ment programs. In her role as an account 
director, she’s responsible for creating and 
managing long-term business partnerships 
between clients and Towers Watson. Kanne 
has been working at Towers Watson's Minneapolis office 
since ʼ83 and loves her job and the opportunities she’s been 
given! She’s been married to Dwayne Kanne since ʼ82, and 
they have two boys—Andrew, who works as a mechani-
cal engineer and Steve, who is in his junior year in college 
studying to be a mechanical engineer. Her family loves 
traveling, sports, outdoor activities and spending time at 
their cabin. 
<Sue.Kanne@towerswatson.com>
’83, Ilo (Lewis) Myhra is an advisory support specialist at 
Vision Solutions, Inc. in Rochester where she also lives. She 
provides telephone and electronic technical software support 
to large enterprise customers who use their High Availabil-
ity and Disaster Recovery software in their IT departments 
to minimize downtime for their business critical systems. 
Myhra and her husband, James, will soon be relocating back 
to the Fargo-Moorhead area, along with their dog, Murphy. 
<ilomyhra@charter.net>
’85, Mark Rothmann his wife, 
Shiowjen, and their two sons live 
in suburban Maryland (D.C. area). 
Rothman and his wife work for the 
Food and Drug Administration. 
He recently published a book on 
clinical trials.  
<marothmann@oal.com>
’86, Kristi (Knutsen) Eckman resides in Grand Forks, 
N.D., and is a math teacher at the Red River High School.
’86, Katie (Carlson) Noel retired from teaching high 
school math in May 2011 after 25 years at Harlem, Mont., 
High. She was fortunate to jump right into her position as 
Director of the Harlem Senior Center. Her days are very 
busy, but she truly treasures the senior citizens. Her son, 
Trent, is in the tenth grade and plays football, and partici-
pated in wrestling and track. <ktbugnoel@yahoo.com>
’87, Donna Warren is a professor of philosophy and 
Assistant Dean for curriculum and student 
affairs at the University of Wisconsin – 
Stevens Point. She was promoted to full 
professor of philosophy this year, and 
completed her second year as Assistant Dean 
for curriculum and student affairs. She writes, 
I adore my job, and thanks MSUM’s math 
department for giving her skills that she uses daily. Although 
she’s not a mathematician, she continues to tell her students 
that the clarity and rigor they can find in mathematics is one 
of the best preparations for any profession! 
<dwarren@uwsp.edu>
’89, Karla (Rothmann) Herz reports that this has been 
a year with huge changes for her and her family. Her 
youngest daughter Morgan graduated from high school 
and moved to college at Mayville State University. The 
same week, Herz moved to Sioux Falls, S.D., to start her 
new position as Human Resource Specialist for the United 
States Postal Service. She coordinates training and hiring 
of new employees as well as continual training of current 
employees. She is serving as acting Human Resource 
Principle Generalist with a territory that spans North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Montana and western Minnesota. 
Her husband, Glenn, recently joined her in Sioux Falls. 
He’s taken a position with Hefty Seed Company in Baltic, 
S.D. They’re enjoying living in Sioux Falls but miss their 
daughters back in North Dakota. Their eldest daughter, 
Kaitlyn, will graduate in May with a mathematics degree 
from UND and is planning to attend graduate school to 
study statistics. 
<karlaherz@hotmail.com>
’91, Edward Kambour resides in Spring, Texas, where he 
is employed by PROS, the world leader in pricing revenue 
management software http://www.prospricing.com, at 
the home office in Houston. His official title is principal 
scientist and director of science and research, and duties 
include all facets of the statistical features of PROS software, 
including forecasting, clustering, segmentation, demand/
price relationships, etc., along with leading all research into 
both extensions of existing approaches and new methods. 
PROS has customers all over the world (every continent 
except Antarctica), and Kambour’s duties include a good deal 
of customer interaction. This means that his passport has 
a lot of stamps from Tokyo to Santiago. He also does a lot 
of presentations at math/stat and industry conferences (e.g. 
INFORMS and JSM). He’s won two best presentation awards 
at the AGIFORS RM conference in ʼ03 and ’08: http://www.
Alumni Summary
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agifors.org/rymsg. After completing his 
degree from MSU (Yes, I know it's now 
Minnesota State University Moorhead, but I 
prefer it the old way so sue me), he went to 
Texas A&M where he finished his Ph.D. in 
statistics in ʼ98. For fun, he also publishes 
football ratings and predictions: kambour.
net/NFL.html. He’s done a number of pre-
sentations on the methodology (INFORMS, 
JSM, and local conferences). He’s won 
some "non-official" awards for the accuracy 
of the prediction, from independent re-
searchers. 
<edwardkambour@sbcglobal.net>
’91, Peter Shea is a senior research 
scientist at Black River Systems Company 
in Lakeville, where he also resides. His 
role is primarily in the technical leadership 
of projects related to target tracking, data 
fusion, and sensor management, which 
means he gets to solve problems on a daily 
basis ranging from combinatorial optimi-
zation and statistical estimation theory to 
what staff and budget do I need to make my 
project a success. In his free time, he enjoys 
spending time coaching/following his 
twin sons’ soccer teams with wife Michele 
(Bring) Shea (MSU ’91 accounting). 
<pshea15@yahoo.com>
’92, Michelle (Couch) Maier reports that 
after over 20 years of Fargo winters, she 
and husband Tom relocated last summer 
to the Kansas City, Mo., area where she’s 




’93, Debra (Frank) Haglund moved to 
Denver, Colo., in ʼ93, and 
married Dave Haglund in 
ʼ94. She was hired by the 
Colorado Department of 
Transportation in December 
’93, and is assisting the 
Human Resources office as a 
Technician III. Her duties include adminis-
tering the service award program, updating 
the HR website, data analysis, monitor-
ing Performance Appraisals in SAP, and 
assisting employees as their FML Liaison. 
They moved to Greeley, Colo., in ʼ02, but 
still continue to work in Denver. They’re in 
the process of moving back to Denver this 
spring. They have two cats. 
<Deb.Haglund@comcast.net.>
’02, Angela Hodge recently moved to 
Omaha, Neb., and LOVES it! She has 
an endowed chair position at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Omaha (Dr. George 
Haddix Community Chair of Mathemat-
ics Education). She teaches mathematics 
courses, recruits people to pursue math-
ematics education as a field of study, and 
leads the Omaha Area Math Teachers’ 
Circle. In her free time, she’s running 
marathons and traveling. 
<amhodge@unomaha.edu>
’07, Jayne Linstad lives in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., and is working as an analyst 
for the Missile Defense Agency. 
<jlinstad@gmail.com>
’08, Danielle (Lauderbaugh) Bartz 
married Jake Bartz in the summer of ’08. 
After graduating, they 
lived in Moorhead for a 
year, where she was very 
busy substitute teaching, 
coaching swimming, 
and working at the Olive 
Garden. In the summer 
of 2009, she was offered 
a job to teach in Brainerd, and happily 
took the job. Bartz is now in her third year 
working for the Brainerd School District 
(ISD 181) at Forestview Middle School. She 
teaches eighth grade mathematics and loves 
it! She says she is very fortunate to be able 
to coach the Dolphin swim team at the local 
YMCA. She and her husband purchased 
a home two years ago in Baxter, got a 
Yorkshire terrier puppy last summer, and 
are expecting their first child this July. 
<dlaud47@yahoo.com>
’08, Eric Eager reports he is finishing 
his Ph.D. at the University of Nebraska in 
the area of mathematical biology. He has 
accepted a position as an assistant professor 
of mathematical biology at the University of 
Wisconsin - La Crosse, and will be assuming 
that position in August. He wants to wish 
the best to all of the mathematics majors 
at MSUM and encourages them to take 
advantage of the great opportunities available 
to math students today. God bless! 
<eags8231@hotmail.com>
’08, Tim Urich resides in Lawrence, Kan. 
After teaching high school 
math for three years at 
Lawrence High School in 
Lawrence, he earned his 
master's in school administra-
tion and became an assistant 
principal at Turner High 
School in Kansas City. He’s the building 
state assessments coordinator, where he 
supervises the career and technical education 
programs, and handles one-third of the 
school's discipline. Urich reports his job re-
sponsibilities are diverse and interesting; and 
he really enjoys the position--most days. 
<tmu54410@yahoo.com>
’11, Kirsten Miller is an associate under-
writer at Health Partners 
in Bloomington. She’s also 
coaching lacrosse at the 
Academy of Holy Angels 
high school and has co-
founded a women’s lacrosse 
club team in the metro area. 
<miller.e.kirsten@gmail.com>
’11, Tanya Rensvold graduated in May 2011 
and had several job offers 
soon after. She accepted a 
position at Walker-Hacken-
sack-Akelely High School 
in Walker teaching seventh 
and eighth grade math.
<Tanya.rensvold@gmail.com>
alumni summary
A team consisting of MSUM students: Shouvik Bhat-
tacharya, double major in mathematics and physics; 
Murshid Saqlain, physics major and mathematics minor; 
and Pragalv Karki, physics major and mathematics minor 
received honorable mention in the 2012 Mathematical 
Contest in Modeling organized by COMAP.
The MSUM students worked out the solution for sending 
an optimal number of trips for river rafting that ensures 
no two trips intersect their travel path and that team 
members will have the best opportunity to enjoy the 
wilderness. Their solution made use of graph theory and 
combinatorics. Dr. Damiano Fulghesu supervised the 
team’s registration and the submission of their solutions.
The contest engaged 3,697 teams from 16 countries: 
Canada, China, Finland, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Mexico, Malaysia, Palestine, Singapore, South 
Africa, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom, and the United 
States. ▪
Students receive honorable mention at 
2012 Mathematical Modeling Contest
We encourage you to make a contribution to the MSUM 
Alumni Foundation when they contact you in their annual 
appeal. Please consider designating your donation to a 
mathematics department scholarship (there are several) 
or to the mathematics department discretionary fund. The 
phone volunteer may not ask if you want to designate, but 
your expressed wishes will be honored. Thanks! 
Mathematics Department
1104 7th Avenue South
Moorhead, Minnesota 56563
Minnesota State University Moorhead is an equal opportunity educator and employer and is a member of the 
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System.  This information will be made available in alternate format upon 
request by contacting Disability Services at 218.477.4318 (voice) or 1.800.627.3529 (MRS/TTY). 
